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FACEBOOK: HOW IS YOUR LIFE GOING?















Greta Thornton on Global Warming



WE HAVE OUR OWN CRISIS GOING ON IN 

OUR CLASSROOMS..WHAT ARE WE DOING?

ALL OF THESE TEACHERS TEACHING ABOUT JOHNNY TREMAIN WOULD

NOT HAVE AN IDEA OF WHAT DO IF SOMEONE DROPPED DEAD

IN A CLASSROOM

PAUL ZINDEL THE PIGMAN







There is a constant conversation in our

head, often subconscious, that measures 

our belief on how we are doing and how 

we do in the face of new challenges….

This talk is ongoing and ties into our emotions.
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MORE THAN BULLETIN BOARDS

Education must reframe its thinking on social 

emotional literacy as an add on, and to begin to 

embed character education lessons into the curriculum
Dr. Tony Wagner, the renowned author of Creating Innovators and 

The Global Achievement Gap



WE NEED TO PUT 

STUDENTS IN THE FRONT OF THE 

CURRICULUM NOT BEHIND IT



Naïve Assumption 
How Do We Put Students 

in Front of the Curriculum?. 



Bob Bain: Big History (2018 NCSS)

Leadership Unit in Long Beach, California 



Growingagrowthmindset.weebly.com

Jessica Ryan

Waverly School

In Lynbrook

SYNERGY
Going Places



Let’s get back to social studies…..

WE NEED SOCIAL STUDIES TO 

CREATE INFORMED CITIZENS
WHO MAKE DECISIONS 

BASED ON SOUND EVIDENCE
AND WHO

CELEBRATE OUR DIVERSITY
AS THE REAL STRENGTH OF A DEMOCRACY







BUT THE NEW TRUTH ABOUT 

SOCIAL STUDIES IS THAT 

WHILE MANY OF US WERE 

SLEEPING…

THE WORLD CHANGED AND 

SO DID THE TEACHING OF 

SOCIAL STUDIES

NCSS C3 

INQUIRY 

TEMPLATE

DECISIONS 

BASED ON

SOUND EVIDENCE

MORE FREEDOM 

TO CHOOSE OUR

CURRICULUM 

DIRECTIONS



FOR PREPARING SOCIAL STUDIES

TEACHERS





THIS IS OUR FOUNDATION FOR THE 

NEW SOCIAL STUDIES:

NCSS Inquiry Design Model

WHAT DO YOU THINK?



The NCSS Inquiry Compelling 

Question
Setting the Stage

Documents

Reading Like a Historian

Inquiry Based 

Conflicting-Two Sides

Evaluate Make a Decision

More Documents

Reading Like a Historian

Inquiry Based 

Conflicting-Two Sides

Evaluate Make a Decision

Even more different 

Documents

Reading Like a 

Historian

Inquiry Based 

Conflicting-Two Sides

SUMMATIVE EVALUATION 



WHAT IS THE C3 THING
COLLEGE READY, CAREER READY AND….
Google NY State Toolkit: Inquiries K-12

.

THE REAL PURPOSE OF SOCIAL STUDIES 

IS TO CREATE INFORMED CITIZENS TO 

PRESERVE OUR DEMOCRACY

THE THIRD C=                                 CIVIC (ALLY) READY

http://www.c3teachers.org/new-york-hub/


The principles of brain based learning should 

define our methodology and lessons. Does the 

Inquiry Design Model?



The NCSS Inquiry Design Model

is wonderful for students with 

full filing cabinets and strong linguistic strengths 

but not all your students fit that bill

What we should try to do is 

incorporate our knowledge of

how the brain works with the new

social studies direction

The Sheehan 



Brain Based Lessons: 
Why Students Don’t Like School? 

Daniel Willingham

New Learning: (Brain Framing)

Setting the Stage

Filling the Filing Cabinet: Putting in Needed Information with Active Learning

Why Students Don’t Like School?

Brain Consolidation: Hippocampus

Moving from Short Term to Long Term Memory-Historical Thinking

Amygdala: Permanent Learning (History Alive)

Lighting the Imagination: Role of Emotion in Learning and Life

Episodic Memory





Sheehan’s Brain Based Lessons

The Compelling Question

Context: Brain Framing
(Framing the new Learning)

THE POWER OF STORY

Setting the Stage—Connect 

to student lives with stories

Filling the Filing Cabinet:

Active Literacy Strategies

CONNECTING TO WHAT IS 

THERE AND FILLING THE 

FILING CABINET

(LONG TERM MEMORY)

Evidence: Brain 

Consolidation

(Analyzing Documents)

Is this all true?
Sam Wineberg’s

Reading Like a 

Historian/SCIM-C

Inquiry Based 

Conflicting-Two Sides

Engagement:

(Igniting the Imagination 

(The Amygdala)

Episodic Memory

Bringing the Documents to 

Life

History Alive

Teach Like a Pirate

Brain Research  

Engagement and Brain 

Chemicals 

ENDS WITH SUMMATIVE  EVALUTION



WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE IN A FIFTH GRADE CLASSROOM

https://youtu.be/mioS0xmD8ew


Molloy student created lessons on growth mindset, hope, grit, 

character strengths and happiness

Behind the curtains of history

Are people just like them with hopes, dreams and setbacks

National Social 

Studies Conference

behindthecurtainsofhistory.weebly.co

m



THE PURPOSE OF THIS THING WE CALL 

SCHOOL…..

THE MAIN ROLE OF A 
TEACHER/SCHOOL IS TO IMPART 

(FACILITATE) THE ACQUISITION OF 
THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 

THAT STUDENTS NEED FOR 
SUCCESS IN SCHOOL AND LIFE

STRONGLY AGREE AGREE DISAGREE STRONGLY DISAGREE



THE PURPOSE OF THIS THING WE CALL 

SCHOOL…..

THE MAIN ROLE OF A 

TEACHER/SCHOOL IS TO CREATE 

BELIEF IN OUR STUDENTS THAT 

THEY CAN ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS 

AND LIVE OUT THEIR DREAMS

STRONGLY AGREE AGREE DISAGREE STRONGLY DISAGREE



WHY CAN’T WE BEAT

BILL BELICHICK OR 

CHARLEY SULLIVAN?

(Shameless Pandering on my Part)



Hope as the Mission of a School



Jean Marie, 

Put your slides here or materials. 

The goal is to talk a little about 

your school and how you create 

hope in students as part of the 

mission of the school and how 

we have created a partnership 

and the impacts of that 

partnership







“We are generally not 

taken seriously in 

education, because we 

tend to institute reforms 

without any scientific 

evidence on their 

effectiveness…unlike 

business, we lack 

sustained research and 

development.” 

(Example: Starbucks)



Debra, 

Put your slides here on 

embedding SEL as part of a 

district initiative and what 

has been the result of our 

research together



DO WE HAVE ANY PROOF THIS WORKS…



Can We Actually Grow a Growth Mindset, Hope and Grit in a Child?

Dr. Sage Rose



Taking Informed Action: Lessons Should Not 
End with a Test



NCSS 2017 Standard on Informed Action



EMPOWERMENT



Infusing Optimism Through Empowerment



2018 NCSS Outstanding Elementary 

Social Studies Teacher 2018
Betty Bavaro: Oceanside School #5: The Real Deal



Betty, 

Put your slides here or 

materials

Please take out slides that 

are not essential



Oceanside School District

Together We Make an Impact



We 
Are 

Solutionaries

Together We Make an Impact







CORE VALUES:  WHAT ARE OUR CORE VALUES?







We hope this has inspired a passion

to create a culture that fosters

civic discourse and celebrates diversity

Thank your gracious 

attention---

QUESTIONS-CONTACT US

Ksheehan1@molloy.edu
jbecker@delasalleschool.org

ebavaro@oceansideschool.org
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World Conference on 

Positive Psychology Montreal
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