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Agenda

• Welcome & Introductions

• Where are we?

• Where are we going?

○ Overview of the Standards Revision Process

○ Major changes in World Languages

• How can we prepare WL administrators, teachers and students for the revised standards?

• How does the NYS Seal of Biliteracy support these initiatives?

• Questions?

Agenda



Agenda

• Checkpoints A, B, C

• Current standards - Modern Languages for Communication (MLC) 

Last Revised in 1996

• Link to www.nysed.gov

• What did your classroom world language classroom look like?  

• What does a 21st century world language class look like? Socratic Seminar 

Video

• Embedding modal tasks = students are at the center of instruction & handling 

authentic tasks (authenticity = rigor)

Where are we coming from?

http://www.nysed.gov


AgendaMLC:  Our Current Standards

Our current standards describe what students can do at each 
Checkpoint for Speaking/Listening and Reading/Writing 
relative to the following criteria:

• Types of vocabulary & structures

• Length of student production of work (oral or written)

• Level of detail & sophistication

• Strategies and supports

• Types of people/media/texts w/whom they can interact



OBEWL presents 

overview of WL 

Standards review 

process to NYS 

Board of Regents.

Apr
7 Regional Standards 

Review Committees 

are formed and begin 

work to develop 

recommended 

revisions to the WL 

standards.

May-Sept
Initial revisions will 

be posted for 

public comment 

period (survey).  

Committees to 

consider feedback 

& further revisions.

Nov
World Language 

Leadership Team 

meets to finalize all 

revisions.

Dec

Finalized 

recommended WL 

standards revisions 

are presented to the 

NYS Board of 

Regents for 

consideration.

Jan
Professional 

development & 

creation of resources 

to support districts as 

they plan to 

implement new 

standards

2020-21
First year of 

implementation of 

revised NYS WL 

standards

2021-2022

Proposed Standards Timeline



How Other States Aligned to WR Standards



Changes in World Languages

1. In an effort to define our discipline positively (rather than 
what we are not), Languages Other Than English will be 
transitioned to World Languages.



Changes in World Languages

2. Revised World Language Standards 
aligned to the national World-
Readiness Standards for Language 
Learning



Changes in World Languages

3. A shift from the four isolated skills 
(speaking, listening, reading and writing) to 
the three modes of communication 
(interpersonal, interpretive, presentational) 
outlined in the national standards



Changes in World Languages

4. Refreshed 21st century topics categorized under four overarching themes

Identity & Social 
Relationships

Contemporary Life

Science, Technology 
& the Arts

Global Awareness



Changes in World Languages

5. Checkpoints redefined by ACTFL 
Proficiency levels (supported by the 
NCSSFL-ACTFL Can-Do Statements)

A

B

C



ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines

• The ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines are a description of 

what individuals can do with language in terms of 

speaking, writing, listening, and reading in real-world 

situations in a spontaneous and non-rehearsed 

context. 

• 5 major levels of proficiency (Distinguished, Superior, 

Advanced, Intermediate, and Novice) describe the 

continuum of proficiency (from highly articulate to a level 

of little or no functional ability).

• The levels of proficiency are listed as ranges, and 

describe what an individual can and cannot do with 

language at each level.



ACTFL Proficiency Levels



Videos: Bringing the Modes to Life

1. Can Do Attitude!

2. Learning Stations that embed the 3 Modes: Chinese

3. Interpersonal: Spanish Immersion Grade 3

4. Interpersonal (Socratic Seminar): Italian 4 and Spanish 

3

5. Interpretive Tasks: Spanish Grade 9

6. Presentational Writing: French



Agenda
Resources and Suggestions to move your 

department to a proficiency-based model

• Survey Students at the 8th and 12th Grade

• Annenberg Foundation – Learner.org – free!

Deeper Understanding of the Modes of Communication in Action

• The World-Readiness Standards For Language Learning (ACTFL Publication

• The Six Core Practices

• Can Do Statements – Students Self Reflect (Handout)

• Review and Revise Assessments to Integrate the 3 Modes of Communication (Handout)

• Digital-Portfolios (Handout)

• Professional Development: ACTFL, NECTFL, NYSAWLA, NYSAFLT 

• Use external assessments to check proficiency AAPPL or STAMP

• Ohio Department of Education: World Languages

• NADSFL – Walk Through Checklist for Administrators and Other Documents



The Six Core Practices

Core Practice 1: Use the target language as the vehicle and content at all levels of 

instruction. Strive for teachers and learners to use the target language 90% during 

instructional time and, when feasible, beyond the classroom.

Core Practice 2: Create a discourse community. Design and carry out interpersonal 

communication tasks for pair, small groups and whole class instruction (that are 

meaningful).

Core Practice 3: Start with the end in mind! Design lessons and tasks that have functional 

goals and objectives. Specify the language and activities needed to support and meet the 

communicative objectives. 

Core Practice 4: Teach grammar as a CONCEPT and use it in CONTEXT. Language 

learning is developmental. Errors are to be expected. Focus on form AFTER meaning of 

form has been established in context. Students acquire a conceptual understanding of 

form - how form is used to express the intended meaning. 

Core Practice 5: Design and carry out interactive reading and listening comprehension 

tasks using authentic, cultural texts. 

Core Practice 6: Comprehensibility trumps accuracy! Provide appropriate feedback in 

speech and writing on various learning tasks. Corrective feedback (CF) plays a pivotal role 

in the kind of scaffolding that teachers need to provide to learners to promote continuing 

L2 growth. CF moves student learning along



Can Do Statements



Digital Portfolios



Assessments       Classroom Activities 



Pathways to Proficiency



NYS Seal of Biliteracy

The Seal of Biliteracy is an award 
given by a school, school district 
or county office of education that 
formally recognizes students who 
have attained a high level of 
proficiency in two or more world 
languages (one of which must be 
English) by high school graduation.



How does a student earn the Seal?

1. Complete all requirements for 
graduating with a NYS Regents 
diploma

2. Point system to demonstrate 
proficiency in English and another 
language (earn 3 points in English and 
3 in a world language)



NYS Seal of Biliteracy Annual Report

228 schools offered the 

NYSSB in 2018-19.  

That’s 1 in every 6
schools.

4,031 students 

earned the NYSSB in 

2018-19.

This represents more students 

earning the NYSSB in 2018-19 

than in all three prior years 

combined since the Seal was 

adopted.



NYS Seal of Biliteracy
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AgendaOBEWL Website Resources

http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/


Agenda

• Including but not limited to professional development, how 

might we assist you and your districts in this transition?  

• In supporting your world language programs? 

• Other feedback?

What we can do for you?



OFFICE OF BILINGUAL EDUCATION AND WORLD LANGUAGES

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/biling/bilinged/

OBEWL@NYSED.GOV

Candace Black, OBEWL

Candace.black@nysed.gov

(518) 473-7505

(585) 356-0951

Francesco Fratto

Herricks Public Schools

ffratto@herricks.org

(516) 305-8719

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/biling/bilinged/
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/biling/bilinged/
mailto:Candace.black@nysed.gov
mailto:ffratto@herricks.org

