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Graduating College and 
Career Ready
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New York's 4-year high school graduation rate is 74% for All Students.
However, the percent graduating college and career ready is significantly lower.

June 2012 Graduation Rate
Graduation under Current Requirements Calculated College and Career Ready*

% Graduating % Graduating
All Students 74.0 All Students 35.3
American Indian 58.5 American Indian 18.8
Asian/Pacific Islander 81.6 Asian/Pacific Islander 56.5
Black 58.1 Black 12.5
Hispanic 57.8 Hispanic 15.7
White 85.7 White 48.5
English Language Learners 34.3 English Language Learners 7.3
Students with Disabilities 44.7 Students with Disabilities 4.9
*Students graduating with at least a score of 75 on Regents English and 80 on a Math Regents, which correlates with 
success in first-year college courses.
Source: NYSED Office of Information and Reporting Services



NAEP & College Readiness
• New studies on a 12th grade NAEP assessment, 

administered in 2009, suggest NAEP proficiency 
predicts ‘college preparedness.’ 

• Nationally, in 2009:
 38 percent of 12th graders scored at or above 

proficient in reading
 26 percent reached proficiency in math
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“When college and career readiness is on everyone’s lips, ... lo and behold, the 
pretty-clear conclusion reached is NAEP ‘proficient’ comes pretty darn close to 
college preparedness”
~ Chester Finn, Former Chair, National Assessment Governing Board; Current President, Thomas B. Fordham Institute

Source: EdWeek, 8/15/2013 http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/08/15/01nagb.h33.html



Why Readiness Matters –
Earnings and Unemployment

$86,580

$80,652

$23,452

$33,176

$37,338

$39,936

$54,756
$65,676

No HS Diploma

HS Diploma

Some College, No Degree

Associate  

Bachelors

Masters 

Professional Degree

Doctorate

Median Annual Earnings by Educational Degree: 2011

SOURCE: 2011  Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey 

Unemployment Rate By Degree: 2011
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Education pays in higher overall earnings and lower unemployment rates.

Average 7.6% Average $41,444
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College Remediation in NYS
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Over 50% of students in NYS two-year institutions of higher education take 
at least one remedial course.

Source: NYSED Administrative Data for all Public, Independent and Proprietary 2- and 4-year institutions of higher education
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Children of College-Educated Parents

Source: Levine, Arthur. “The Suburban Education Gap.” The Wall Street Journal. 2012. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444223104578041181255713360.html

Percent of 15-Year-Olds Proficient in Math
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Regents Reform Agenda

College and 
Career Ready 
Students

Highly Effective
School Leaders

Highly Effective 
Teachers

• Implementing Common Core standards
and developing curriculum and 
assessments aligned to these standards 
to prepare students for success in 
college and the workplace.

• Building instructional data systems 
that measure student success and inform 
teacher and principals how they can 
improve their practice in real time.

• Recruiting, developing, retaining, and 
rewarding effective teachers and 
principals.

• Turning around the lowest-achieving 
schools.
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EngageNY.org
Resources for Professional Development

New and updated 
Parent and Family 
Resources

Most relevant and 
current information, 
and newest materials 
highlighted for easy 
access. 

One-stop location for 
resources and 
materials to support 
implementation of the 
Regents Reform 
Agenda
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Common Core Instructional Videos
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement
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Educational Technology 
That Supports Teaching and Learning
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Culture of 
Continuous 

Improvement

Data Tools

Analysis

Action
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Existing Data System Practices

• Data systems support our core mission to 
provide high quality education services

• Consistent with the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act (FERPA), New York has had a 
statewide student database in place since 2004 
and provides this information to third parties 
as necessary to meet its program evaluation 
and improvement responsibilities (e.g., school 
report cards)
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Existing Data System Practices
• Consistent with FERPA, districts and 

schools provide data to third parties to meet 
their instructional and organizational 
responsibilities
 Student enrollment and attendance
 School schedules
 Special education service coordination
 School lunch and transportation
 Report cards and transcripts
 Online learning
 Emergency parent contact services
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Existing Data System Practices
• When schools and districts provide their data to 

third-party vendors of educational technology 
tools, they are paying twice:
 Paying for the vendor’s tool
 Paying for data standardization (to make the tool 

work with local data)
• Because of this, schools and districts, parents and 

students have fewer educational technology 
options and higher costs

• Separate systems are not coordinated, meaning 
that teachers spend more time integrating data 
and less time teaching

• Data security and privacy protocols are not 
standardized across schools and districts
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Biggest Risks to data security 
and privacy right now: 

• Student paper records left unattended
• Unattended computer workstations
• Weak passwords
• The same password used over and over
• Lists of passwords left unattended and in 

plain view
• Student information sent through email
• Computers connected to internet without 

latest security patches
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ENYP: Data Privacy and Security
• Data security and privacy is a primary goal
• Data are shared with third parties only for 

educational purposes, consistent all federal and 
state requirements, including FERPA

• Data can only be used for specific contract 
purposes

• Data are not sold or used for other commercial 
purposes

• Third parties must maintain rigorous and 
continuous data security and privacy protections

• Data must be destroyed upon termination of the 
contract
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ENYP: Data Privacy and Security
• ENYP data elements are posted at 

http://www.engageny.org/portal
• These data already being provided to the State

 Biographic
 District, school, and course enrollments
 Program services
 State assessments
 Attendance and suspension information

• Schools may include additional local data
• The State does not and will not collect Social 

Security Numbers
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ENYP: Data Privacy and Security
• Statewide data are needed for schools to 

compare their achievement to local, 
regional, statewide results

• Statewide data are needed for electronic 
educational records exchange to support 
timely services following student transfer

• If districts elect to provide optional local 
data to the ENYP, they must do so 
consistent with their local data privacy 
policies
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Data System Enhancements
• Develop services and standards that allow 

tools to be built to standard (will work “out of 
the box”) so
 Schools pay less for tools
 Schools have more options
 Teachers and parents have access to 

integrated data and content
• Develop statewide security protocols for 

educators, students, parents to ensure only 
the right people view the right data
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inBloom
• Non-profit organization that provides 

services for data security, storage, 
access, and transport

• All service standards are open and non-
proprietary

• Two levels of protection: intrusion 
protection and encryption (at rest and in 
motion).  Even in the unlikely event of a 
breach, the encrypted data would be 
unreadable and unusable.  
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inBloom
• Did not create the sharing of data with 

vendors – that has been happening in 
New York and across the country for 
many years

• Provides non-proprietary data services to 
help make it more secure and more 
efficient for school districts to do what 
they are already doing

• Could be replaced with different service 
providers in the future
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inBloom

• Without a similar service, security 
protocols vary, schools pay more for 
educational technology tools, and 
schools have fewer instructional 
options

• Without a similar service, teachers 
must spend more time integrating data 
and less time teaching
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Cloud Storage
• Cloud storage means that data are stored 

on computers in shared data centers 
• Best-in-class cloud storage is likely more 

secure than data stored on school or 
district computers with fewer resources 
for privacy protection

• ENYP requires that all cloud storage 
comply with the federal FedRAMP
security standards 
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Cloud Storage

• States/districts retain ownership of all 
stored data

• Local and State data are separated 
from other states and districts (there is 
no national database)
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Educational Technology -
Guiding Questions

• Can educational technology tools help support 
teaching and student learning?

• Can we invest in a system that provides 
districts and schools with more options at 
lower costs and allows them to improve the 
system to meet local needs?

• How do we improve data security and privacy 
protocols when districts, schools and 
BOCES/RICs contract with third party 
educational technology vendors?
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Goals of the EngageNY Portal:
• Secure and private data tools for 

educators, students, and families
• Easy access to Common Core curriculum 

and instruction resources (EngageNY.org)
• Online communities for educators
• Ability for LEA’s, BOCES, NYSED, or 

third-parties to more effectively improve 
and add to the system following initial 
State investments
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Regents Reform Agenda

College and 
Career Ready 
Students

Highly Effective
School Leaders

Highly Effective 
Teachers

• Implementing Common Core standards
and developing curriculum and 
assessments aligned to these standards 
to prepare students for success in 
college and the workplace.

• Building instructional data systems 
that measure student success and inform 
teacher and principals how they can 
improve their practice in real time.

• Recruiting, developing, retaining, and 
rewarding effective teachers and 
principals.

• Turning around the lowest-achieving 
schools.
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PARCC Assessment Update

• To be considered by the Board of Regents for adoption in 
New York.

• A computer-based, innovative assessment system to test 
the full range of student performance on the Common 
Core Standards. 

• The assessment will provide data to inform instruction, 
interventions, and professional development.  

• The test will determine whether students are on track to 
college and career readiness in math and ELA/Literacy. 
By 11th grade, students will receive a determination of 
college and career readiness in math and ELA/Literacy. 
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• Two testing events that comprise score
 Performance Based (3/2 sessions) at 75% point 

with 20-day administration window
 End of year (2/2 sessions) at 90% point with 20-day 

administration window
• Estimated time on task – 8 to 10 hours, 

depending on grade
• Device counts for schools with three tested 

grades (K-5, 6-8, 9-12)
 Minimum – one device for every two students in 

largest tested grade
 Recommended – one device per student for largest 

tested grade

PARCC
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PARCC  
Technology

Specifications
Minimum Recommended

Approved
Devices

Desktops, laptops, netbooks, > 9.5” tablets, thin 
client/virtual desktop networks

Operating
System

Windows XP–SP3
(with caveats)

Mac OS 5
Linux: Ubuntu 9-10, Fedora 6
iOS6
Android 4.0
Chrome OS

Windows 7 or newer
Mac OS 10.7 or newer
Linux: Ubuntu 11.10, Fedora 16

iOS6 or newer
Android 4.0 or newer
Chrome OS

Screen Size 9.5 “ 9.5 “ or larger
Screen 
Resolution

1024 x 768 1024 x 768 or better

Bandwidth TBD 100 kbps/ student
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PARCC Assessment Design
English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics, Grades 3-11

End‐of‐Year 
Assessment

• Innovative, computer‐
based items

•Required

Performance‐Based
Assessment (PBA)
• Extended tasks
• Applications of 
concepts and skills

• Required

Diagnostic Assessment
• Early indicator of 
student knowledge 
and skills to inform 
instruction, supports, 
and PD

•Non‐summative

Speaking And Listening
Assessment

• Locally scored
• Non‐summative, required

2 Optional Assessments/Flexible 
Administration

Mid‐Year Assessment
•Performance‐based
•Emphasis on hard‐
to‐measure 
standards

•Potentially  
summative
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Assessments designed in 
Grades 3-8, ELA in Grades 9 
– 11, and in Algebra I, 
Geometry, and Algebra II.

PARCC Timeline:
• Tryouts: Spring 2013
• Field Tests: Spring 2014
• Operational: 2014 – 2015
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NYS and PARCC Timeline

SY 2011‐12

Development 
begins

SY 2012‐13

Item Tryouts

SY 2013‐14

Field testing

SY 2014‐15

First year 
available for 
administration

SY 2010‐11

Launch and 
design phase

Spring 2015

Set 
achievement 

levels

NY 
3-8

field 
testing

NY 
3-8

First year 
admin

Regents 
Field 

Testing

NY 
First year 

admin: 
Regents

New York Transition to the Common Core
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• Do we believe that educational technology is a 
component of high quality instruction? 

• If so, how can we support Ed Tech and dual-use 
devices as part of the core instructional 
program
 Title funds
 Textbook funds
 Microsoft funds

• Aspirational targets and benchmarks to 2014-15 
• Evaluate progress

How will we get there?
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• Changes in technology
 Broadband
 Mobile / Geo
 Video
 Better input capacities

• Seamless home/school transition
• BYOD policies vs. security needs 

(profiles)

Beyond Dual Use –
Home/School Tech Continuum
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Thank You.



ELA and Math Updates
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• Design changes on ELA Day 2
• Close read guidance –

 “help students identify the different 
situations that require reading and 
response – including the personal, 
instructional, and assessment contexts –
and apply close read strategies differently 
depending on what is necessary and 
effective in a given situation.” 

• USED request for Grade 8 math 



EngageNY.org 37

Common Core Regents Exams
ELA and Algebra I in June 2014

 The Common Core ELA Regents Exam (Grade 
11) is required for those students first entering 
grade 9 in 2013-14 or later

 The Common Core Algebra I Regents Exam is 
required for those students first beginning 
commencement-level math in 2013-14 or later

 For the first year, students enrolled in Common 
Core classes may take the old ELA or math 
exam in addition to the new exam and have the 
higher score count  

 See www.engageny.org/resource/regents-exams
for ELA and math (coming soon) resources



80 – Math
75 – English 

65

55

100

0

(College and Career Ready 
– ELA and Math only)
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For the Common Core Regents Exams, we will 
consider maintaining the current distinction between 
passing for graduation purposes (65 for the existing 
Regents exams) and meeting an aspirational level of 
performance (75/80 are aspirational cut scores on the 

existing Regents exams).


