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Strategy:  Skills Grouping; Planning for More Individualized Instruction 


A skill grouping is the act of arranging students in groups based on their need for instruction in a specific skill. A skill grouping is done for a short period of time and is effective when it is based on the knowledge of language and skill level of the ELL student. 








Step by Step:


Observe and document language levels- observe and document language levels based on classroom performance. (Ask ESL teacher to assist you in identifying the level of language for the student). 


Review needs for instruction- frequently review the records you keep for the ELL students to look for commonalities on which to base instruction. Form skill groups based on commonalities.


Design and implement lessons- design a lesson to teach the skill for which the group has a common need. Explain the skill, model it and give the group opportunities to practice the skill under your guidance. Celebrate with students who are using the skill correctly





Application & Examples:


In a fourth grade class students are asked to write simulation journals as they read their core literature books.  They are asked to take the point of view of one of the characters in the book they are reading and do a daily journal entry. When the teacher reviews the simulation journals she realizes that 4 of the students do not understand the premise of perspective-talking. The teacher forms a skill group and uses some class time each day to re-teach the concept.











Conclusion:


Skills grouping provides for re-teaching strategies in an environment that reduces anxiety levels among students, resulting in higher development rates for English Language Learners. This form of grouping is most effective because students are receiving lessons tailored to their needs.








