ESL STRATEGIES FOR ALL LEARNERS



Strategy:  Partner Work: Practicing Verbal Interaction Partner work is a form of cooperative learning that is particularly effective with ELL’s. It provides an opportunity for verbal interaction with speakers of English within an academic setting. Students are given specific tasks to accomplish a product and share with the rest of the class. Some formats include think-pair-share, buddy read, research interview, conversation role-playing and convince me activities. 





Step by Step:


Decide the purpose of the partner work (if vocabulary development is the language objective, then make sure one of the partners can provide a strong language model).


Match students based on a criterion such as personality (willingness to assist other students.) 


Model the task


Provide support and practice by circulating among the pairs and modeling strategies that can assist in understanding the task.


Share the process by having the students report out the findings to another group or the whole class.





Application & Examples:


During a Spanish lesson on cultural aspects of language, the teacher paired the students to work on a lap-top. The lap-top had a downloaded TV guide in Spanish. They were to find television shows on the guide that described different genres. Each pair was to find a show (such as science), write the name of the show, time it aired and a brief description of the content, in the target language. The groups were asked to share out their findings with the class. During the activity there was a lot of negotiation of meaning as students tried to decipher the meanings to each shows’ descriptions. Each student took turns in locating the information and writing the answers. 











Conclusion:  Partner work can be used in many ways across the curriculum. By pairing students to support one another during an assignment, it  gives them the opportunity to interact verbally, practice relating facts and concepts, monitor each other’s understanding and provide native language support (when available). It also proves to be an effective method for ELL’s to develop oral language, academic language and actively participate in the learning. This strategy can also give ELL’s the confidence to tackle tough assignments by interacting and collaborating with another student.











